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Villagers all, this frosty tide, 

Let your doors swing open wide, 
Though wind may follow, and snow beside, 

Yet draw us in by your fire to bide; 
Joy shall be yours in the morning! 

— Kenneth Grahame, quoted in 
Bartlett’s Familiar Quotations 742 (11th ed. 1937) 
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First riparian edition. 

There are two versions of the 2026 Almanac & Reader. One, the “Material 
Version,” is this book. The other is the “Ethereal Version,” which will be a 
bit shorter and will eventually appear in The Journal of Law. Eligible Green 
Bag subscribers should receive one version or the other, but not both. 

The cover art is copyright 2026 by Alec Spangler. To learn more about it, 
read Spangler’s paper in this Almanac & Reader, starting on page 387. 
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__________________________________________________________ 



 

2026   •   GREEN BAG ALMANAC & READER   •   1 

WORLDS OF THE WILLOWS 
Ross E. Davies† 

This is the 21st Green Bag Almanac & Reader. For an explanation of why 
we at the Green Bag think the world is a better place with the Almanac & 
Reader than without it, read the “Preface” to the 2006 edition. It is available 
on our website (www.greenbag.org). 

I. THE THEME 
The maturely childish (or childishly mature) thematic content in this 

year’s Almanac & Reader is courtesy of Kenneth Grahame. Here we give you: 
(a) his great book, The Wind in the Willows; (b) his most famous short story, 
The Reluctant Dragon; (c) much interesting and often entertaining scholarly 
commentary by Samantha Bateman, Cattleya M. Concepcion, Robin Kundis 
Craig, Karolyne H.C. Garner, Emily Grant, Stephen McAllister, and Alec 
Spangler; and (d) several extra willowy tidbits.  

We should begin, though, by introducing Grahame. We cannot do better 
than Herbert B. Grimsditch’s entry in The Dictionary of National Biography: 

GRAHAME, KENNETH (1859-1932), author and secretary of 
the Bank of England, was born in Edinburgh 8 March 1859, the second 
son of an advocate, James Cunningham Grahame, by his wife, Bessie, 
daughter of John Ingles, of Hilton, Lasswade. He was doubly descend-
ed from Robert the Bruce. ‘Anthony Hope’, the novelist [Sir A.H. 
Hawkins, q.v.], was his first cousin. After education at St. Edward’s 
School, Oxford, he spent two years in the Westminster offices of his 
uncle, John Grahame, a parliamentary agent.  

In 1879 Grahame began work as a clerk in the Bank of England. 
He was competent and conscientious, but his literary bent found some 
outlet in the writing of poems and reflections in a small ledger. Much 
of his spare time was filled up by training in the London Scottish, 
with which he served for seven years. Sundry visits to the ship of his 
uncle, Commander Ingles, at Portsmouth, fostered his perennial in-
terest in things nautical.  

In 1886 Grahame met F.J. Furnivall [q.v.], who discouraged his 
poetic aspirations but urged him to write prose for the reviews. This he 
did, and gained an interview with W.E. Henley [q.v.], who printed a 
number of essays and sketches and tried to induce Grahame to leave 
the Bank for literature.  

 
† Ross Davies is a Green Bag editor and a law professor at George Mason University. 
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Too level-headed to do this, Grahame nevertheless continued writ-
ing, and in 1893 published his first book, Pagan Papers, essays reprinted 
from Henley’s National Observer, which was well reviewed. Grahame 
wrote for The Yellow Book between 1894 and 1897, and in 1895 pub-
lished The Golden Age, essays from this magazine and the earlier Pagan 
Papers, which revealed in this thirty-six-year-old bachelor a remarkably 
delicate appreciation of the child mind. It won from A.C. Swinburne 
the description of ‘one of the few books which are well-nigh too praise-
worthy for praise’, and was a favourite with Theodore Roosevelt and 
the Emperor William II.  

Grahame’s business career had a success parallel to that of his writ-
ings. He became secretary of the Bank in 1898, and filled that office with 
credit until his retirement for reasons of health in 1908. He was twice 
near death — from pneumonia in 1899 and from a lunatic’s revolver-
shot at the Bank in 1903. In 1899 he married Elspeth (died 1946), elder 
daughter of Robert William Thomson, of Edinburgh and Stonehaven, 
and step-daughter of J.F. Moulton, Lord Moulton [q.v.]. Their only 
child, Alastair, born in 1900, was killed by a train near Oxford in 1920, 
while an undergraduate at Christ Church.  

Dream Days (1898) dealt with the same characters as The Golden 
Age. Then, in 1908, Grahame produced The Wind in the Willows, much 
of it written to the boy Alastair at Littlehampton in letter form. This 
book made a fortune for its author, and raised him to a status of mastery 
as a writer of children’s books comparable with that of Lewis Carroll, 
Edward Lear, and J.M. Barrie. The famous animal characters, Mole, 
Badger, Rat, Toad, and the rest, remain equally popular with child and 
adult readers. The book was dramatized by Mr. A.A. Milne in 1929 as 
Toad of Toad Hall.  

Grahame died suddenly at his home at Pangbourne 6 July 1932. 
He was a large, fair, genial, and dignified man, kindly, shy, and gener-
ous, who loved wit and good company and was beloved by many. His 
insight into child mentality has probably never been surpassed, and his 
subtle and evocative prose was an admirable vehicle for the poetry and 
pathos of his thought.1 

As our commentators demonstrate, there is much worth saying about law 
and related matters in and around The Wind in the Willows and its author. 
And there is much more to be said that we do not address in this volume. 
Consider, for example, readership of that book in particular and of Grahame’s 
works in general author among lawyers (including Supreme Court Justice  
 

 
1 L.G. Wickham Legg, The Dictionary of National Biography, 1931-1940, at 357-58 (1949). 
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Oliver Wendell Holmes, for example2) and policymakers (including Presi-
dent Theodore Roosevelt, for example3). The letter reproduced on the next 
page (and transcribed below) from Roosevelt to his friend Robert Ferguson 
— an immigrant who had served in Roosevelt’s “Rough Riders” during the 
Spanish-American War in 1898 and enjoyed some success in the real estate 
business in New York — reflects his appreciation of Grahame’s work even 
before the 1908 publication of The Wind in the Willows: 

December 1, 1906.  
Dear Bob:  

I was much concerned on your account, and perhaps still more on 
Isabella’s, to hear that you had to go to the Roosevelt Hospital; but I 
am glad to know that everything is all right. I do most emphatically 
wish that you would take at least a year’s holiday and get completely 
well, so that when you came back to your work you would be able to 
do it as it should be done, and would not just patch yourself up so as 
to insure a breakdown after two or three months. Do think seriously 
over this. I am sure it is what you need, and it would be the best thing 
all around, from the standpoint of your health, your business, and 
everything else.  

There is an awfully good fellow whom I recently made Secretary 
of the Interior in Porto Rico. His name is Laurence Grahame. He is a 
Canadian of Scotch parentage and was educated in Scotland, where he 
played on the all-Scotland eleven and won the amateur boxing cham-
pionship. He is a descendant of Montrose and a relative of Kenneth 
Grahame, the author of “Dream Days.” He is as fearless, gentle, and 
loyal a soul as another Scotchman I wot of. When I was down at Porto 
Rico recently, at my request he came to the state dinner and reception 
in his kilt, a dress which simply enthralled the Porto Ricans.  

With love to Isabella,  
Ever yours, 

/Theodore Roosevelt/ 
Mr. R. H. M. Ferguson,  

135 East 69th Street,  
New York.  

So, you can expect to see more about Grahame and his stories in other Green 
Bag publications someday. 

 
2 Cf. New Jersey v. New York, 283 U.S. 336, 342 (1931) (Holmes, J., opinion of the Court) (“A river is 
more than an amenity, it is a treasure.”). Trivia: Grahame and Holmes shared a birthday: March 8.  
3 Alison Price, Kenneth Grahame: An Innocent in the Wild Wood 228, 232, 239-40, 252-53 (1994) 
(quoting from and discussing some of the correspondence between Grahame and Roosevelt, and 
describing the latter’s enthusiam for the former’s work). 
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II. EVERYTHING ELSE 
We also have our three other customary categories of content: 
Reviews of the year just passed. First, as ever, we have Bryan Garner’s chroni-

cles of the year in language, grammar, and writing. Second, we are pleased to 
welcome back Wendy Knox Everette and her review (this time with a new 
collaborator, Robert E. Willey) of the year in law and technology. And we 
are looking forward to the return next year of the review of the year in law, 
which will be under the leadership of longtime Green Bag editor (and, re-
cently, the creator of Roll of Law) Greg Jacob.  

Exemplary legal writing. Our commentators on exemplary judicial writing 
are Charmiane G. Claxton, Stephen Dillard, James C. Ho, Harold E. Kahn, 
and Rhonda K. Wood. On exemplary scholarly writing we have Daniel B. 
Listwa, Jed S. Rakoff, Susan Phillips Read, and G. Edward White.  

Tidbits of law and legal culture. And, as usual, when it comes to odds and 
ends, our “grab bag is astonishingly inclusive.”4 

IV. THANKS 
The Green Bag always ends up owing thanks to many good people for 

more acts of kindness than we can recall. And so we must begin by thanking 
and apologizing to all those who deserve to be mentioned here but aren’t. 
We cannot, however, forget that we owe big debts of gratitude to O’Melveny 
& Myers LLP (for its steadfast support of our work, especially from Marjorie 
Inparaj, Viva Kennie, and Greg Jacob), and to Ira Brad Matetsky and Susan 
Davies for proofreading that goes far beyond conventional proofreading.5 
And this year we also owe special thanks to Cathy Miranker for much sound 
advice about how to treat Kenneth Grahame and The Wind in the Willows. 
Finally, we thank you, our readers. Your continuing support and your kind 
remarks about the Almanac & Reader are inspiring.  

Ross E. Davies 
August 30, 2026 

 
 

 
4 AFSCME Iowa Council 61 v. State, 928 N.W.2d 21, 45 (Iowa 2019) (Appel, J., dissenting). 
5 Cf. Davies v. Mann, 152 Eng. Rep. 588 (1882). 
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The front cover and page 8 of the little marketing pamphlet in which Charles 
Scribner’s Sons (Kenneth Grahame’s American publisher) first promoted The 
Wind in the Willows. 
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