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EX ANTE 
THE ANNOTATED BOBBLEHEADS 

f we continue to create new Supreme Court bobbleheads at the 
rate we have been since 2003 (on average, a fraction more than 

one per year), it will take an unsatisfyingly long time to produce a 
complete set of all 112 or so Justices to serve so far, plus the ones 
who will join the Court while we are at work. (It sounds like a word 
problem: If there are 112 former and current Justices, and the Green 
Bag has produced bobbleheads of nine of them, and it produces a 
bobblehead of another Justice every 0.78 years, while a new Justice 
appears on the Court every 1.97 years, how long will it take for the 
Green Bag to produce a bobblehead of every Justice?) But enough of 
that. Rather than do the math,1 we will, once in a while and with 
characteristic Green Bag irregularity, hurry up.  

This year, for example, we are arbitrarily and capriciously giving 
away certificates which “the bearer[s] might be able to exchange . . . 
for one or maybe more of the following bobbleheads”: Chief Justice 
John Jay of New York (see the inside front cover of this issue), and 
Justices John Rutledge of South Carolina, William Cushing of Mas-
sachusetts, and James Wilson of Pennsylvania. They were the four 
senior members of the first Supreme Court. (When was the last 
time four appointees to the Court had no middle name?) 

We hope to produce bobbleheads of the next four – John Blair of 
Virginia, James Iredell of North Carolina, Thomas Johnson of Mary-
land, and William Paterson of New Jersey – sometime soon. In 
2011, however, will return to the present and continue our senior-
ity-order series of sitting Justices. 

                                                                                                 
1 For the answer, please see page 123. 

I 



Ex Ante 

2 14 GREEN BAG 2D 



Ex Ante 

AUTUMN 2010 3 



Ex Ante 

4 14 GREEN BAG 2D 

 
 




