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DENIAL AND CONSOLATION 
here were 7,857 filings in the Supreme Court during the 2010 
Term but only “86 cases were argued and 83 were disposed of 

in 75 signed opinions,” according to the 2011 Year-End Report on the 
Federal Judiciary. In other words, most parties seeking a hearing 
failed. Long ago there were fewer denials, but rejection (com-
pounded by the absence of an explanation) was surely no less painful 
and frustrating then than it is now. See, e.g., the letter on page 3. 
But for some disappointed filers, there is (or at least was) the possi-
bility of consolation. See, e.g., Justice Robert Jackson’s reply below.  
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