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WHY CELEBRITY LAWYERS HESITATE TO LEND 

THEIR GOOD NAMES TO WORTHY CAUSES 
onsider the case of Justice Thurgood Marshall. After agreeing to serve 
on the board of “A Presidential Classroom for Young Americans” (see 

below), he received a dunning letter of a sort from an advertising specialty 
products manufacturer (see next page). Marshall ended up as either the 
target or the agent – depending on how you look at it – of the company. 
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Marshall responded to the letter from Krueger Specialties Co., Inc. by 
sending this letter to Robert F. Finch, who was then serving as Counselor 
to the President in the administration of President Richard M. Nixon: 
 

 
A few weeks later, Marshall received a reply – spiced with some gentle 

trolling – from Nixon’s White House Counsel, John W. Dean (see next 
page). The whole chain of correspondence must have been an annoying 
and embarrassing exercise for the Justice.  

Can you promise your preferred celebrity-lawyer board members that 
they won’t be blessed with similar opportunities? 
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