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and every citizen may freely speak, write, and print, on any 
subject, being responsible for the abuse of that liberty.” The 
Declaration of Rights of Mississippi declares that “no law shall 
ever be passed to curtail or restrain the liberty of speech, and of 
the press.” The constitutions of all the slave States contain dec-
larations and provisions like these. How fearfully have the de-
scendants of those who framed them degenerated in their com-
prehension and practice of liberty, violating both the spirit and 
the letter of their original Bill of Rights! They are not yet fully 
aware of this. In the calmer times which are to come, they will 
perceive it, and look back with amazement upon the period of 
desperation, when not a voice was heard, even in the legisla-
tures, to plead for human rights; when, for the sake of one 
doomed institution, they forgot what their fathers had done, 
fettered their own presses, tied their own hands, robbed their 
fellow-citizens of their right of free travelling, and did all they 
could to deprive those same fellow-citizens of liberty and life, 
for the avowal and promulgation of opinions.  

Meantime, it would be but decent to forbear all boasts of a 
superior knowledge and love of freedom.  

Here I gladly break off my dark chapter on the Morals of 
Slavery.  
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A POSTSCRIPT FROM THE EDITORS 
nd here we have, as if to vindicate Martineau on many of her points, 
an item printed in the July 28, 1837 issue of the Natchez, Mississippi, 

Weekly Courier and Journal, commenting on her recently published book, 
Society in America: 
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