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PRIZE PROBLEM 
ANSWERS AND WINNERS 

The Boston Book Company† 

Last autumn we invited subscribers to solve an old “Prize Problem” 
that was first posed by Legal Bibliography (aka Leg. Bib.) in its January 
1905 issue. See Prize Problem, 21 Green Bag 2d 83 (2017). To over-
simplify, Leg. Bib.’s idea was to invite its readers to gather up all the 
letters – all the As through all the Ys (there were no Zs) – appearing 
in a handful of Leg. Bib. advertisements and use them to spell the 
names of U.S. Supreme Court Justices and Attorneys General ap-
pearing on lists provided by Leg. Bib. It was a marketing stunt, but 
a fun one. The April 1905 issue of Leg. Bib. (pages 1 and 13 of which 
are reprinted below) provided a solution, a list of prize-winners, 
and a bit of editorial whining about low reader response to the 
“Prize Problem.” We, however, are happy with our readers, whose 
response to our re-issue of the “Problem” was quite good. And in a 
dozen instances the results were quite impressive – just as good as 
those of Leg. Bib.’s readers more than a century ago. For lists of 
our 12 prize-winners and the names they used to win, please turn 
to page 82. Congratulations to all! 

– The Editors  

                                                                                                                            
† Based in, not surprisingly, Boston, Massachusetts, the Boston Book Company was a book-publishing 

and book-retailing enterprise headed by C.C. Soule. See, e.g., The New Library, Washington Even-
ing Star, Dec. 1, 1896, at 1. 
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WINNERS 
First prize (69 names): Adam Hanson, Ben Mann, and Daniel Pi 
Second prize (67 names): Evan Smith and David Sullivan 
Third prize (66 names): Susan Blizzard, James Dombrowski, and  

Michael Jaeger 
Fourth prize (65 names): Jordan Singer 
Fifth prize (64 names): John Hennigan and Dallas Kratzer 
Sixth prize (62 names): Chase Karsman 

NAMES USED 
ach of our prize-winners used a slightly – or, in a couple of cases, more 
than slightly – different set of 60-plus names. Between them, they 

managed to use a total of 91: Baldwin, Barbour, Bates, Berrion, Black, Blair, 
Bradford, Bradley, Brewer, Brewster, Brown, Butler, Campbell, Catron, 
Chase, Chase, Clifford, Clifford, Coffey, Curtis, Cushing, Daniel, Davis, 
Day, Devens, Duval, Ellsworth, Evarts, Field, Fuller, Gilpin, Gray, Grier, 
Griggs, Grundy, Harlan, Harmon, Harrison, Hoar, Holmes, Hunt, Iredell, 
Jay, Johnson, Knox, Lamar, Lee, Legare, Lincoln, MacVeagh, Marshall, 
Mason, McLean, Miller, Miller, Moody, Moore, Nelson, Nelson, Olney, 
Parsons, Paterson, Pierrepont, Pinckney, Randolph, Rodney, Rush, Rut-
ledge, Shiras, Smith, Speed, Stanbery, Stanton, Story, Strong, Swayne, Taft, 
Taney, Taney, Thompson, Todd, Toucey, Trimble, Waite, Wayne, White, 
Williams, Wilson, Wirt, Woodbury, and Woods. 

One name on Leg. Bib.’s list of Supreme Court Justices – a name used 
by several of our winners – would not have been available if the “Prize 
Problem” had been developed today. “Harrison” – that is, Robert Harrison 
of Maryland – was, in the eyes of today’s Supreme Court, never a Justice. 
The roster on the Court’s website includes this note: 

The acceptance of the appointment and commission by the appointee, 
as evidenced by the taking of the prescribed oaths, is here implied; 
otherwise the individual is not carried on this list of the Members of 
the Court. Example[]: Robert Hanson Harrison is not carried, as a let-
ter from President Washington of February 9, 1790 states Harrison 
declined to serve.1 

                                                                                                                            
1 Justices 1789 to Present (Nov. 12, 2018), www.supremecourt.gov/about/members_text.aspx. 
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