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THE ORIGINAL SOURCE 
Earl Warren† 

Here is how Chief Justice Earl Warren recalled first meeting his office 
staff at the Supreme Court and, later in the day, taking the Judicial Oath: 

The Court convened at noon in those days, and on the fourth day 
of October, 1953,1 I went to the Court building around 10 A.M. 
First I went to the Marshal’s Office and asked to be taken to the 
Chief Justice’s chambers. There I met Mrs. Margaret McHugh, 
who had been the executive secretary to Chief Justice Vinson and 
who, to my great good fortune, remained to hold that position 
with me throughout my time in office. There also were three law 
clerks – William Oliver, later a law professor at the University 
of Indiana,2 who had served with the late Chief Justice Vinson 
and was held over by him for another year, and Earl Pollock 
and Richard Flynn . . . . [Shortly after noon, after opening pro-
ceedings in the courtroom,] came the Judicial Oath . . . . It was 
administered to me by the Clerk of the Court.3 

By all accounts, McHugh and those clerks served Warren well during 
his first Term. But the clerks may have required a bit of training up to 
Warren’s standards, as the note on page 356 below (from his papers in 
the Manuscript Division at the Library of Congress) suggests.4 

– The Editors  
                                                                                                                            

† Earl Warren was Chief Justice of the United States from 1953 to 1969. 
1 Editors’ note: He probably meant fifth, since some events he describes took place on the fifth, 

according to an original source: the Court’s own Journal. See pages 354-355 below. 
2 Editors’ note: He probably meant Indiana University (an important nuance in Bloomington), 

since that is where Oliver was a professor. 
3 Earl Warren, The Memoirs of Earl Warren 276, 279 (1977). 
4 Cf. D. Brock Hornby, Fables in Law, Chapter 14, 22 Green Bag 2d 359, 361 (2019). 
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Journal of the Supreme Court of the United States, Oct. 5, 1953, at 1. 
_______________________________________________  



The Original Source 

SUMMER 2019 355 

Journal of the Supreme Court of the United States, Oct. 5, 1953, at 2. 
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Earl Warren to Richard Flynn, William Oliver, and Earl Pollock regarding Warren’s 
opinion for the Court in Voris v. Eikel, 346 U.S. 328 (1953) (a “case involv[ing] the 
proper application of the notice provisions of the Longshoremen’s and Harbor Workers’ 
Compensation Act”). 
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