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Baseball cards, vinyl records, snow globes, and  
fidget spinners all have “value expressible in terms 
of money.” Even that “priceless” Picasso has a price. 
Really, almost anything can be reduced to a “value 
expressible in terms of money.” But in ordinary  
usage does “money” mean almost everything? 

Neil M. Gorsuch 
Wisconsin Central Ltd. v. United States,  

138 S.Ct. 2067  (2018) 
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A GLOBAL INVESTIGATION 
Bryan Gividen† 

The back cover of our Autumn 2019 issue featured this picture . . . 

 
. . . with this caption: “Coming in 2020. We’ve been waiting a long 
time for a reason to make this.” Many of our readers assumed, quite 
reasonably, that this was a preview of a John McLean bobblehead doll. 
In recent years we have made several bobbleheads of past and present 
members of the U.S. Supreme Court, and this does look a bit like 
McLean (which is a relief, since it is indeed supposed to be him), who 
served on the Court from 1829 to 1861. Speculation began among 
readers, as it sometimes does when a picture of a new bobblehead ap-
pears, about possible symbolic signficances of details in the portrayal 
of the character and of the accompanying accoutrements. One of the 

                                                                                                                            
† Bryan Gividen practices in the Dallas office of Vinson & Elkins. Copyright 2020 Bryan Gividen. 
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details with which we were most pleased in this instance – mostly be-
cause of the numerous interesting and obscure observations invited – 
was the small volume of the United States Reports under McLean’s left 
arm. But alas, before we could deliver a clever reveal, astute reader 
Bryan Gividen did a better job of it than we could have. He took to 
Twitter and delivered the thread of superbly useful and entertaining 
reasoning reproduced below. 

– The Editors 
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There is, however, one flaw in Gividen’s reasoning. He assumes he is 
writing about a picture of a bobblehead. But it is not a bobblehead. It 
is a snow globe – our first foray into this field of toymaking. We are, 
however, bringing to snow globes the same design principles that we 
have long applied to bobbleheads.1 And so, while Gividen is wrong in 
one respect (through no fault of his own – from the picture we printed 
it was not obvious that McLean was awash in filtered water rather than 
a-bobble in fresh air), his good scholarship and good spiritedness are 
spot on. 

– The Editors 
 

 
                                                                                                                            

1 See greenbag.org/globes/globes.html. 




