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TRIAL BY MEDIA 
THE QUEEN CAROLINE AFFAIR, PART 4 – 

PAMPHLET LITERATURE 

Cynthia Roman &  Mike Widener† 

In the Spring, Summer, and Autumn issues of the Green Bag, we 
printed the first three installments (of four) of a catalog of “Trial 
by Media: The Queen Caroline Affair,” a thought-provoking and 
beautiful exhibition that appeared last year at Yale Law School’s 
Lillian Goldman Law Library (and is still available online). What 
we have here in the fourth and final installment are a short intro-
duction to the “Pamphlet Literature” part of the exhibition by co-
curators Cynthia Roman and Mike Widener (their full introduc-
tion to the whole exhibition is in the Spring 2020 Green Bag), fol-
lowed by images associated with this part of the exhibition (in, un-
fortunately, black-and-white, though they can be seen in their nat-
ural colors online, including one delightful entitled The Green Bag: 
“A Dainty Dish to Set before a King;” a Ballad of the Nineteenth Century), 
and an associated essay by Susannah Walker. 

– The Editors 

N THE COURT OF PUBLIC OPINION, Queen Caroline’s lead “attorneys” 
were the journalist William Hone and the illustrator George Cruik-
shank. However, their real interest was not the Queen so much as 
freedom of the press, particularly the freedom to ridicule the govern- 
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ment and its leaders. Their success was founded on their wit, Cruikshank’s 
artistic genius, and his chosen medium – woodcuts – which made Hone’s 
illustrated pamphlets cheap and accessible to a broad reading public. One 
of their best sellers was “Non mi ricordo!,” putting the words of the 
Crown’s discredited star witness in the mouth of a hypocritical George IV. 
Hone and Cruikshank inspired many imitators. Their impact on the public 
consciousness lasted for decades: 

The present generation, examining these things, might wonder at 
the effect they had upon the public mind; but we can tell them that 
thousands and thousands recollect that the effect was extraordi-
nary. There was a rush and a crush to get them. Edition after edi-
tion went off like wildfire. Of some, as many as a quarter of a mil-
lion were sold. 

– Dr. Robert Shelton Mackenzie 
London Journal, 

November 20, 1847 
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Title: The acts of Adonis the great, king of bull. Contributor: Lillian Goldman Law 
Library, Yale Law School. Identifier: http://search.library.yale.edu/catalog/b12 
61533.  
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Title: The Green Bag: “A Dainty Dish to Set before a King;” a Ballad of the 
Nineteenth Century. Creator: William Hone. Contributor: Lillian Goldman 
Law Library, Yale Law School. Identifier: http://search.library.yale.edu/ 
catalog/b1261555.  
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Title: “Non mi ricordo!” &c. &c. &c. Creator: William Hone. Contributor: Lillian 
Goldman Law Library, Yale Law School. Identifier: http://search.library.yale.edu 
/catalog/b1261560.  
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Title: The R--l fowls, or, The Old Black Cock’s attempt to crow over his illustrious 
mate: a poem. Contributor: Lillian Goldman Law Library, Yale Law School. Iden-
tifier: http://search.library.yale.edu/catalog/b1261530.  
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Title: The Old Black Cock and his dunghill advisers in jeopardy, or, The palace 
that Jack built. Contributor: Lillian Goldman Law Library, Yale Law School. 
Identifier: http://search.library.yale.edu/catalog/b1271574.  
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Title: The Political queen that Jack loves: with thirteen cuts. Contributor: Lillian 
Goldman Law Library, Yale Law School. Identifier: http://search.library.yale.edu 
/catalog/b1202891.  
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Title: The Royal letter-bag. Contributor; Lillian Goldman Law Library, Yale Law 
School. Identifier: http://search.library.yale.edu/catalog/b1261551.  
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Title: The Queen’s budget opened. Contributor: Lillian Goldman Law Library, 
Yale Law School. Identifier: http://search.library.yale.edu/catalog/b1261488. 




