Ex Ante

AN EXAMINATION OF LEXICOGRAPHICAL SENSITIVITY

I I ere is a handwritten peek into Bryan Garner’s thinking about buﬂding
a dictionary entry, made easy by the readability of his hand.

Bryan A. Garner

8133 Inwood Road
Dallas, Texas 75209

bgarner@lawprose.otg
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under oath or affirmationLexamination in chief>. See DIRECT EXAMINATION;
he transcript of a law-telated interrogation whe;
to writing <a 61-page examination produced by the court reporter>
ran i e of interrogating someone who is being tortured <he withstood a
long examination on the rack>74. Bankruptey. The questioning of a debtor, esp. at
the first meeting of creditors, coficerning such matters as debts and assets <the
receiver’s examination of the debtor>. @ In English law, this ~of { 433
insolvency-specific sense dates from the eatly 1700s, otre generally, the act or
process of catefully inspecting something ot someone for some purpose, such as an
assessment of condition, charactetistics, traits, flaws, shortcomings, etc.; SCRUTINY
<examination of the locks on both safes>. ® Included within this definition is the
use of the word in many bicameral legislatures to denote the scrutiny of a bill
before it is engrossed and entolled to ensure that it is error-free and complies with
\‘6\0 \‘applicable rules and regulations. [[Subentties for mental examination, physical | 905
examination, postmortem examination & psychiatric examination.
judicial heating; esp., a preliminary heating to determine whether there is sufficient
evidence to proceed with a trial; PRELIMINARY HEARING <after the examination,
atents. An inquity made at the U.S. Patent and
206 Trademark Office, upon application for a patent, into the alleged invention’s
novelty and utility, and whether it intetferes with any other pending application or
in-force patent. ® In English law dating back to the eatly 1800s, examination bore
the allied sense of an “investigation of an application for a patent with regard to the
otiginality of the invention, and its declared ot perceived beneﬁt’ 1837
[[subentty for preliminaty examination.]] 8. Banking. The government's fact-
finding mechanism for determining the soundness of a bank’s or other lending

NE

commission ot insurance board into the affairs and soundness of an insurance
eompany licensed-within a given jurisdiction <the insurance board’s rowrne

[ 460 examinations of insurers Mote broadly, inquity into a subjeet; study involving
critical analysis <close examination of historical changes he process of
testing somegae’s knowledge, power, of skill <the examination of baccalaureate

\6)4/&\’ candidates> test of qualifications, progress, competence, ot fitness, usu. by

means of posing questions to beangwered ot assigning practical tasks to be
petformed <bar examination @ he statements made by someone being tested
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<the professor read the examinations closely @1 he act or process of subjecting
the body, ot a body patt, to a diagnostic test suclias visual inspection, auscultation,
palpation, ot petcussion <heart examination>. @ Although this definition fits
medical exams, it also fits the kinds of tests used in autopsies.—Often shortened
(esp. in senses 12-14) to exam.—examine, vb.

scrutiny (skroot-i-nee), 7. (15¢) 1. A formal counting of votes in an election,
before an assembly, in an ecclesiastical conclave, etc. 2. An authoritative
examination of ballots cast in an election for purposes of cotrecting an eatlier vote
count. 3. The act or process of investigating in minute detail; a close examination.
See EXAMINATION & STRICT SCRUTINY. 4. The act ot process of looking at
something ctitically and closely; a searching stare.—scrutinize, vb.
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