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Subscription to Leg. Bib. – The only pay we  
ask for sending this paper, is that the recipient 
shall send in return to the BOSTON BOOK CO., 
15½ BEACON ST., BOSTON, MASS., an order for 
books, a subscription to THE GREEN BAG, a  
request for catalogues of new or second-hand 
books, or a good new or old legal story to  
enliven our next number. 

Charles C. Soule 
Notes, 1 Legal Bibliography 1 (Jan. 1890) 

Pictured: Charles C. Soule (circa 1903). 
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LEGAL BIBLIOGRAPHY 
VOLUME 1, NUMBER 12 (JANUARY 1890) 

Charles C. Soule† 

A few years ago, we published a little article about the relationship 
between Legal Bibliography (a newsletter started by the bookselling 
firm of Soule & Bugbee in 1881), and the original Green Bag (a law 
magazine started by Charles Soule on his own) in 1889.1 The arti-
cle ended with volume 1, number 11 of Legal Bibliography, which 
was published at about the same time as volume 1, number 1 of 
the Green Bag, in January 1889. The Green Bag appeared monthly 
thereafter, until it folded in 1914. At first it appeared that Legal 
Bibliography had met its own end with the arrival of the Green Bag. 
But after a one-year hiatus, Legal Bibliography was back. Volume 1, 
number 12 appeared in January 1890, and new issues would ap-
pear occasionally thereafter until Soule’s death in 1913. He never 
lost the charming combination of good humor and love of books 
that showed up on nearly every page of his publications. Consider, 
for example, that January 1890 issue of Legal Bibliography, which is 
reproduced in its entirety on the next eight pages. You might start 
in the first column on page 1, with the paragraph headed “Sub-
scription to Leg. Bib.” 

– The Editors  

                                                                                                                            
† Charles Carroll Soule (1842-1913) was a truly bookish person, writing, editing, publishing, buying, 

selling, and generally living with and in the world of books. He was not a lawyer, but he was deeply 
involved in the world of law books. And he founded the original Green Bag, bless him! 

1 Ross E. Davies, Legal-Bibliographical Roots: Fragments of a Green Bag Origin Story, 24 Green 
Bag 2d 253 (2021). 
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