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the same thing. At the Supreme Court, how-
ever, the public record indicates that the
Justices continue to labor in the Brandeisian
tradition. Once, early in his tenure on the
Court, Justice John Paul Stevens noted in a
dissent that one of his clerks had done some
statistical work, but the Justice did not rely on
it. That’s about as far as it goes.

With one exception. In the course of our
preparation of the multi-volume In Chambers
Opinions of the Justices of the Supreme Court, we
ran across the following line in a footnote in a
1955 opinion by Justice John Marshall Harlan
granting an application for bail pending a
petition for a writ of certiorari: “The foregoing
data comes either from the record in the
present case or from the research of my Law
Clerk.” Justice Harlan had two law clerks that
year, so we don’t know exactly who should
share with the Justice the responsibility and
credit for the research in that opinion, but at
least we know that it is possible both for a law
clerk to do work that merits acknowledgment
and for a Justice to acknowledge that work.
And as best we can tell, it did not undermine
Justice Harlan’s reputation or the reputation
of the Court.
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Public Intellectual Expertise

he paperback edition of Judge Rich-
ard Posner’s Public Intellectuals includes a
thoughtful new epilogue in which he

answers some of his critics. He also shares the
following anecdote that nicely captures, we

suspect, both the kinds of experiences that
moved Posner to write the book in the Õrst
place and the kind of behavior that he hopes
his book will inspire in readers:

A story is told about George Wald, a Nobel-
prize-winning biologist at Harvard, who in the
1960s had become one of those professors who
no longer spoke much about his own Õeld but
instead provided ruminations on American
foreign policy. After listening to one of these
talks, the Columbia physicist I.I. Rabi raised
his hand and upon being recognized by Wald
asked why homo sapiens had originated in
Africa rather than in some other continent.
Wald, startled, said, “But that was not at all
the subject of my talk.” “I know,” replied Rabi,
“but I thought it might be somewhat closer to
your area of expertise.”
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Pronouncing Daubert

en years ago, Georgetown Professor
Michael Gottesman set the record
straight on the question of the proper

pronunciation of the last name of the lead peti-
tioner in the most prominent Supreme Court
decision on the admissibility of expert testi-
mony. Our limited experience indicates that
some people may have missed his explanation
the Õrst time around. Here it is again:

Beware the academic in barrister’s garb. When
I left private practice Õve years ago, I imagined
that I had become a dispassionate seeker of
truth. Then, on rare occasions, folks began to
ask me to moonlight as their lawyer. In my
earlier career I had understood that I was an
advocate whose views were shaped by my
client’s needs. In my new scholarly mien, of
course, that approach would be unthinkable.
But, happily, those who’ve sought me out have
wished me to assert dispassionately arrived-at
truths.

Among the handful I’ve been fortunate to
represent in this new capacity have been the
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